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Give five fractions that are bigger 
than 1/2, but smaller than 1.

Challenge: Can 
you put them in 
ascending order?



Give five fractions that fall 
between the two of them.

Which is bigger: 1/5 or 1/6?



Which is bigger?

17/30 18/31







































“Imagine you speak two 
languages,” I’d say. “One of them 
has a word for ‘door.’ The other 
does not: you just start saying 
‘tuk-tuk-tuk-tuk-tuk…’ and repeat 
that syllable forever.”

“When you need to talk about 
doors, which language are you 
going to use?”

The classroom would erupt with a 
chorus of “tuk-tuk-tuk-tuk,” and I 
knew that Team Decimal had won 
this round.



Which is better for discussing…
Rough measurements (e.g., in the garden)
Size comparisons (e.g., greater distance)
Irrational numbers (e.g., rough size of pi)
Precision in measurement (e.g., possible 
error of a scale)
Probabilities (e.g., in a card game)
Abstract relationships (e.g., gravity vs. mass)
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By and large, decimals are for measurement, 
and fractions are for theory.



Thank You!


