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Why do math games matter?





“He once told me that, just as wild 
animals play when they are young in 
preparation for lethal circumstances 
arising later in their lives, mathematics 
may be, to a large extent, nothing but 
a strange and wonderful collection of 
games, an enterprise whose real 
purpose, beyond any one stated 
outright, is to slowly work changes in 
the individual and collective human 
psyche, as a way to prepare us for a 
future that nobody can imagine.”



Why do math games matter?



Pig
A GAME OF PRESSING YOUR LUCK



The Rules to Pig
To begin a round, all players stand.

A six-sided die is rolled. Its value is added to the 
“Current Prize.”

After any roll, you may sit down, taking the 
“Current Prize” as your score for the round.

If a “1” comes up, the round abruptly ends, and 
all players still standing score zero.

We play five rounds. Highest total wins.



First Round!



Second Round!



Third Round!
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MEDIOCRITY
A GAME OF VICTORY BY “MEH”



Mediocrity: a game for three players.
Each player secretly picks a number from 0 to 20.

The numbers are revealed.

The winner is whoever picks the middle of the three 
numbers. That number is their score for the round.

(If a tie, third person decides who gets the points.) 

(If all three tie, redo the round.)

Play five rounds. The winner is whoever ends the 
game with the middle number of points.



13 10 4
7 17 19
13 2 5
10 1 14
6 20 19



13 10 4
7 17 19
13 2 5
10 1 14
6 20 19
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ROW CALL
A GAME OF TUSSLING FOR CONTROL
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BLACK HOLE
A GAME OF DISAPPEARING NUMBERS
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OUTRANGEOUS
A TRIVIA GAME FOR PEOPLE WHO DON’T  KNOW ANYTHING





You get one point per opponent that you defeat.

You can defeat an opponent in one of two ways:

1) Your range is valid, and theirs is not.

2) Both ranges are valid, and yours is narrower.









1.
How many 
speakers are at this 
summit?

(SOME 
SESSIONS 
HAVE 
MULTIPLE 
SPEAKERS)



2.
How old am I?

(GIVE 
WHOLE 
NUMBERS 
OF YEARS)



3.
What is the fastest 
time ever for 
running a mile?

(IN 
MINUTES 
AND 
SECONDS)



4.
How tall was 
the tallest ever 
NBA player?

(IN FEET 
AND 
INCHES)



5.
How many Sandra 
Boynton Books do 
we have in my 
house?

(MY KIDS ARE 
1 AND 5)



You get one point per opponent that you defeat.

You can defeat an opponent in one of two ways:

1) Your range is valid, and theirs is not.

2) Both ranges are valid, and yours is narrower.



1.
How many 
speakers are at 
this summit?



2.
How old am I?



3.
What is the 
fastest time ever 
for running a 
mile?

3 MINUTES,
43 SECONDS



4.
How tall was 
the tallest ever 
NBA player?



5.
How many Sandra 
Boynton Books do 
we have in my 
house?
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Thank You!
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